FIRST  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH

CHILD  ABUSE  PREVENTION  POLICY
PURPOSE:

First Southern Baptist Church (FSBC) will do all that it can to provide a safe environment free of all forms of child abuse; and to protect the integrity of its ministry.

SCOPE:

This policy shall apply to all current and future workers, compensated or volunteer, who will have the responsibility of supervising preschoolers, children, youth and mentally or physically handicapped persons at the church or during activities conducted by the church elsewhere. 

DEFINITIONS:

For the purposes of this policy the following definitions shall apply:

1. “Preschooler,” “child,” “children,” “youth” and “minor” shall be defined as any individual under the age of eighteen (18) years or whose mental capacity is that of a minor.

2. “Adult” shall be defined as any individual eighteen years of age or older.

3. “Worker” shall be defined as anyone who serves as a volunteer or person paid for responsibilities of working with or caring for minors on a regular ongoing basis.

4. “Child abuse” shall be defined as follows:

a. Sexual:  Any sexual activity or behavior, with touching or non-touching aspects, exploiting the minor’s vulnerability and powerlessness in which the abuser is fully responsible for the action.  Includes activities by a parent or caretaker such as fondling a child’s genitals, penetration, incest, rape, sodomy, indecent exposure, and exploitation through prostitution or the production of pornographic materials.

b. Emotional: Pattern of behavior that impairs a child’s emotional development or sense of self-worth.  This may include constant criticism, threats, or rejection, as well as withholding love, support, or guidance.  Includes verbal abuse.  Interferes with a child’s ability to accomplish age-appropriate development and social tasks.

c. Physical:  Injury (ranging from minor bruises to severe fractures or death) as a result of punching, beating, kicking, shaking, throwing, stabbing, choking, hitting (with a hand, stick, strap, or other object), burning, or otherwise harming a child.  Such injury is considered abuse regardless of whether the caretaker intended to hurt the child.  Causes non-accidental serious physical injury or creates an imminent risk of serious physical injury to a child.

d. Neglect:  Failure to provide for a child’s basic needs; may include physical, medical, educational, or emotional.  Prolonged or repeated lack of supervision or the failure to provide essentials of life, including adequate medical care, that endangers a child’s life or development or impairs the child’s functioning.

5. “Criminal Background Check” (CBC) is the procedure used with appropriate qualified agencies to check the criminal background of applicants for employment to work with minors.

6. The Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance relating to the Child Protective Service Law (Act 34) is the procedure used to check the background of volunteers and applicants for employment of any child abuse violations.

PROCEDURE:

A specific procedure has been developed to ensure that this policy, “Prevention of Child Abuse” is implemented and enforced.

The procedure includes, at a minimum, the following:


Volunteer Enlistment


Hiring of Applicants for Employment


Violations of the Child Abuse Prevention Policy


Reporting of Suspected Child Abuse


Worker Training


Worker Supervision 

INSURANCE:

The church shall obtain a sufficient level of liability insurance to cover child abuse and sexual misconduct claims and, if available, including levels of coverage required for limited immunity.      

COVENANT:

As a Christian community of faith, we pledge to conduct the ministry of the gospel in ways that assure the safety and spiritual growth of all children, youth and their workers. We will follow appropriate measures in recruitment and selection of such workers. We will implement prudent operational procedures in all programs and events involving them. We will educate all workers with minors regarding all policies and procedures relating to incidents of abuse as set out herein and in conformity with requirements of the law. 

CONCLUSION:

In all of our ministries with minors, this congregation commits to demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ so that each minor will be surrounded by steadfast love, established in the faith and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to eternal life.
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